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March 20, 1989
Mrs. John G. Thorpe
Pleasant Street, Box 88
Newcastle, Maine 04553
Dear Mrs. Thorpe:
Representative Marge Kilkelly has forwarded to me your thoughtful letter on
National Condom Week as implemented at the University of Maine. I'd like to
acknowledge your concerns, as I am sure they are shared widely, and to thank you for
caring enough about your State University to write about it.
Incidentally, I note that you asked Representative Kilkelly to share your letter
with the appropriate legislative committee. By writing her, you did just that: this is
her third year as a member of the Joint Standing Committee on Education.
There probably is not much I can say that would make you feel better about this
situation. Indeed, I can understand your dismay. When I was a student-and it seems
not that long ago-one would not even say the word "condom" in mixed company, let
alone pass them around.
We must admit that times have changed, though not so much in the morals and
personal standards of our students. Both research and common sense tell us that the
standards of behavior set by parents for their children are not eroded by college life
or other influences of the.larger society. It's true, however, that today's students are
much less embarrassed or otherwise restrained about discussing the
once-unmentionable. Some may applaud this new openness and some may wince at it,
but there's not much that university administrators can do to influence it.
The big change is the enormous threat posed by sexually transmitted disease in
general and in particular by AIDS. Although, as far as we know, no student within the
University of Maine System is infected with the AIDS virus or even been exposed to it,
there's no gainsaying the fact that college-age populations across the country-the
world, for that matter-are sexually active and it would be irresponsible for us to
pretend that Maine somehow is immune to the spread of this disease. We must
therefore do all we can to educate our students about how the virus is transmitted and
what they can and should do to prevent it. Leaving the drug-abuse transmission
vector aside and focusing exclusively on sexual activity, certainly the most sure
.method of prevention is abstinence, and this is made crystal clear. If people are
sexually active nevertheless, however, then they need to know that condoms reduce
the risk of AIDS significantly. Hence, National Condom Week-a nationwide
educational effort aimed not at encouraging license but at preventing a horrendous
epidemic. The University of Maine took part along with scores of other campuses
across the nation.
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Let me point out a small error in your letter. The so-called valentines with
condoms were not sent by the University to each student. Rather, they were available
for purchase by individuals to send to whomever they wished. Some students took
advantage of the opportunity, but most did not.
Your concern is very much appreciated.
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Assistant to the Chancellor
KAP/car
cc:

Hon. Marge Kilkelly
Hon. Muriel Holloway
Chancellor Robert Woodbury

